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Dog Days of Summer
Lake Tahoe is fur-friendly year ‘round, but during the 
sunnier months the area truly “goes to the dogs.” 
BY SEAN T. KELLY
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It’s no secret: Lake Tahoe and the surrounding area make for a perfect summer retreat for 

dogs and their owners. Travelers from nearby urban areas, whose dogs have suff ered from 

a rash (sometimes literally) of tighter leash laws and doghouse-sized apartments, come 

here specifi cally to enjoy the openness and freedom of the great outdoors.  



waters at Carnelian and Emerald Bays here, with your dog. You 
might get wet, but dogs are free, so what have you got to lose? 

Th ose who prefer to go with the fl ow should check out the 
Truckee River Raft Company’s fl oat trips down the Truckee River 
between Tahoe City and the River Ranch Lodge. Th e company lets 
dogs in their rafts, and the Class 1 water off ers plenty of opportu-
nity to take a leisurely, and safe, dip.

Perhaps the ultimate adventure around, for those willing 
to invest some time and money, comes from the group running 
Camp Winnaribbun. Camp W off ers three individual week-long 
summer and other shorter events specially designed for dogs and 
their well-trained bipeds. No matter whether you’re interested in 
training your dog (agility, tracking, herding, and more), making 
crafts, or simply wish to BBQ with other like-minded families, 
you’re almost guaranteed to fi nd the most complete, dog-driven, 
activity-oriented experience around the lake at Camp W.

Maybe a simpler afternoon shopping spree is more your style? 
Th ere’s no need to leave your pooches behind when you visit the 
Village at Squaw. Near the base of Squaw Valley, Your four-legged 
friend can try on a new collar and booties at Tails By the Lake, or 
even lap up his very own ice cream treat. Th is personable specialty 
shop for dogs and cats carries everything from fi rst-aid supplies 
to clothing for oversized pets. It’s near the dog-friendly Squaw 
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And no wonder: Tahoe is a land of adventure, a place of both 
outdoor wonder and endless activity, where you can reconnect 
with nature while your dog sniff s new smells. Th is guide can take 
you both where you want to go. 

Over the next few pages you’ll fi nd a highlight of things to do, 
places to stay, and even a summary of a few dog-happy stores and 
restaurants around the Tahoe area. (Look to the fi nal page for a more 
detailed list you can tear out and keep in your back pocket.) Th ere’s 
something for everyone, whether they have two legs or four. 

FREE TO ROAM

Dogs and their owners are never freer than when nothing’s on the 
books but a leisurely stroll or even a challenging hike. Th e moun-
tains and shores surrounding the lake off er a goldmine of natural 
resources to explore, from forest trails that weave through pine and 
granite to secluded beaches where hot sand kisses cold water. 

Th e list of hikes around the lake is virtually endless. Th e trails 
described in “Hike with Spike,” page TK, give you a general feel for 
the land. You can be sure, however, that you’ll fi nd treasure in any 
selection, no matter how far a fi eld. What you won’t fi nd, thank-
fully, is poison oak. Th at infamous pest prefers lower elevations.Th at infamous pest prefers lower elevations.Th at

If action on the lake surface is what you’re seeking, check out 
dog-friendly Kayak Tahoe. Believe it or not, you can kayak the 
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Nothing beats and early-

morning outing with your 

best friend.
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Valley gondola, too, for those who prefer to ride -- rather than 
walk -- to the mountaintop.

If you need more proof this is pooch paradise, consider that 
there’s demand enough for two Scraps Dog Bakery locations, 

in Kings Beach and Truckee. 
Both sell their own fair share 
of gear, but their real appeal 
(for dogs at least) are the fresh-
ly baked eats. Th ey’re healthy 
treats, vet approved, and hard 
to resist even by the humans in 
the pack. 

Mickey’s Pet Stop is also 
well-stocked with an A to Z as-

sortment of dog supplies and gear. What’s extra nice is Mickey’s 
Launder Mutt is right next door. Th e self-service dog-washing fa-
cility will help you keep your car and accommodations clean after 
Rover spends a day accumulating mountain messes. 

PLACES TO PARK YOUR PUP

Lake Tahoe has no shortage of pet-friendly hotels, inns, bed & 
breakfasts, and other types of accommodations. Th ere are vari-
ations in how these places charge a fee for your dog/s—some 
charge per pet, others per night, and still others per stay—so be 
sure to check ahead for pricing that best matches your situation. 

At roadside hotels/motels and inns, such as the Inn at 
Truckee, fees in the $20 range are reasonable enough as a means 
of covering extra cleaning expenses, from removing dog hair to 
treating stains from the occasional “accident.” Personally owned, 
pet-friendly properties, such as those managed by Tahoe Moon 
Properties and the Spruce Grove Cabins may charge more and/or 
require a deposit as extra insurance in case Rex decides to scratch 
on the front door or chew the legs of an end table. 

In return for your fee, you’ll often fi nd a few modest extras: 
Four-legged members of your family will frequently fi nd a tasty 
treat on check-in, for example. Some places off er bowls and a dog 
bed or blanket. 

ON THE TOWN

Bringing your dog with you while you shop or dine is hardly ever a 
problem around Lake Tahoe. As long as your dog is well behaved, 
most restaurants and shops have no problem with you tethering 
your dog (safely) outside. Many restaurants (such as Crosby’s Pub 
in north shore’s Incline Village and Colombo’s Burgers A-Go-Go 
in South Lake) even allow your dog to join you on their outside 
patios. Such venues would almost surely even let you bring your 
dog to inside dining areas, too, if state health codes didn’t strictly 
prohibit it.

SAVE THE DATE

Tahoe is mostly an anytime, anywhere canine playground. Still, 
fun- (and dog-) loving humans should be aware of a few sched-
uled events. 

Frequent summer visitors already know The Village at 
Squaw hosts a popular (and free) outdoor movie night every 
Th ursday during summer. Dogs are welcome any Th ursday, but 
on July 21st, the theater will feature Best in Show, a humorous 
mockumentary Netfl ix describes as a “snarky send-up of ca-
nine culture.” It’s must-see for anyone who has ever had a dog 
in his or her life, but especially worthwhile for anyone who has 
witnessed the over-the-top spectacle that is a dog competition. 
Word around town, too, is the Village may organize a dog parade 
ahead of the show.

Benefi ting the Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe, the dog-
friendly 4th Annual Brews, Jazz & Funk Fest (Aug. 20 and 21) will 
showcase more than 40 types of beer from 25 diff erent breweries, 
not to mention a full-lineup of music scheduled for both days. It, 
too, will be held at the Village at Squaw.

Almost a month later, the 2nd Annual Bark Festival (Sept. 17 
and 18) will benefi t both the Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe 
and the Pet Network. Th e festival’s program includes its own 
share of live music as well as wine tasting (try the Char-Bone-Nay 
or Zinfi n Dogs), more than 50 booths displaying animal-related 
arts and crafts, and events such as a pet fashion show and lake 
jumping contest. 

As summer winds down, the Humane Society will host its gala 
benefi t event, the Bach and Woof Ball, on September 24 (7 p.m. to 
10 p.m.). Held at the Truckee Tahoe Airport, it features more mu-
sic, food, and auctions—the proceeds from which will not only 
benefi t the Humane Society but also the Lake Tahoe Summer 
Music Festival.

A TRIP TO REMEMBER

All in all, Lake Tahoe provides dog families with an endless va-
riety of stories to tell and reasons for tails to wag. When their 
customers ask them for references to dog parks around Tahoe, 
Tails by the Lake husband/wife owners Lori and Robert (this is a 
fi rst name basis sort of place) say, “Lake Tahoe doesn’t really have 
any dog parks, because Lake Tahoe is a dog park.” It’s true, too. No 
matter how much you and your dog do here, you’ll always leave 
thinking there so much more to explore. 

But that’s what summer is really all about, isn’t it? So much 
to do, so little time. Maybe not being able to explore it all in one 
go is what makes Tahoe summers so attractive to begin with. So 
here’s to this summer’s miracles: to many pleasurable swims, to 
fragrant pines, and to the pointlessness of chasing squirrels (and 
anything your dog decides to do). 

Height Requirements 

Tahoe’s high altitude means 

intense sun and increased risk 

of dehydration, so be sure to 

lather you and your canine pal’s 

exposed skin with sunscreen 

and carry loads of extra water.
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HIKE WITH SPIKE

Lake Tahoe offer hundreds of miles of lake and forest 

territory to explore. The following hikes will give you an idea 

of what’s underfoot for you and your dog.

ECHO LAKES TRAIL (12 miles rountrip). Begins at lower ECHO LAKES TRAIL (12 miles rountrip). Begins at lower ECHO LAKES TRAIL

Echo Lake and ends at Lake Aloha. Hike the whole thing 

or take the water taxi across the lake to shorten your trip by 

fi ve miles. To get to the trailhead, take Hwy. 50 south from 

the South Lake “Y” (TK) for 9.6 miles and turn right on Echo 

Lakes Rd. Turn left at the fi rst intersection and park in the 

upper lot at the Echo Lakes Resort. Call 530.659.7207 for 

more information on taxi service. Diffi culty: MODERATE.

FALLEN LEAF LAKE TRAIL (3.5 miles roundtrip). To get to 

the trailhead, drive north on 89 from the South Lake Y and 

turn left on Fallen Leaf Lake Road. Pass the campground to 

the trailhead. Great place to picnic and swim. Diffi culty: EASY.

HAWLEY GRADE TRAIL (3.5 miles roundtrip). From the HAWLEY GRADE TRAIL (3.5 miles roundtrip). From the HAWLEY GRADE TRAIL

South Lake Y, drive south on 50 for 5.3 miles and turn left 

onto South Upper Truckee Rd. Drive 3.5 miles and look 

for the sign. Park past the houses, toward the end of the 

road. This historic trail is along the fi rst wagon road ever 

constructed in the area, in the 1850s, and follows the upper 

Truckee River. Diffi culty: EASY.

MOUNT ROSE (6 mi. roundtrip). It’s hard to compete with a 

hike on Mount Rose. When you see a lush meadow and pond 

you’ll know you’re halfway up the 2,000-ft. climb. The last two 

miles even out a bit along the ridgeline to the summit at 10,778 

feet. Take Mount Rose Highway (State Route 431) north from 

Incline Village.  Park near the trailhead on the north side of the 

road, about a mile from the summit.  Diffi culty: MODERATE.

SHIRLEY LAKE (5.0 mi. roundtrip). Next to the Cable Car 

building at Squaw Valley, this beautiful hike follows Squaw 

Creek to Shirley Lake. Hike both up and down or take the cable 

car one way to ease the legs. Dogs may enjoy the ride as much 

as you. From Interstate 80 take Highway 89 to Squaw Valley 

Road.  Turn west and follow it to the Squaw Valley Ski Area 

parking lot. Diffi culty: MODERATE.

SKUNK HARBOR (1.5 mi. roundtrip). o get down to Skunk 

Harbor, the foot-happy traveler has to walk along forest-

lined trails featuring occasional views of the lake and the 

remains of an old railroad grade, built in the 1870s. The small 

picturesque cove offers great swimming and sunbathing 

in the summer. Take State Route 28 south from Incline 

Village. Look for a gate on the west side of the highway 2.5 

miles before you reach Highway 50. Park in a turnout along 

the highway, or in the paved parking lot to the north of the 

trailhead.Diffi culty: EASY. — SK

DOG-FRIENDLY HOTSPOTS

EVENTS/ACTIVITIES 
The 2nd Annual Bark Festival  |  www.thebarkfestival.com
The 4th Annual Brews, Jazz & Funk Fest | www.thevillageatsquaw.com  
 530.584.6266
Bach and Woof Ball  |  www.hstt.org  |  530.587.5948
Camp Winnaribbun  |  www.campw.com  |  775.348.8412
Fur Ball  |  www.petnetwork.org  |  775.832.4044, ext. 108 or 113
Kayak Tahoe  |  www.kayaktahoe.com  |  530.544.2011
Pet Expo  |  www.hstt.org  |  530.587.5948
Shaq Scramble  |  www.hstt.org  |  530.587.5948
Truckee River Raft Company  |  www.truckeeriverraft.com  |  530.581.0123Truckee River Raft Company  |  www.truckeeriverraft.com  |  530.581.0123Truckee River Raft Company

PLACES TO STAY
Holly’s Place  |  www.hollysplace.com  |  South Lake Tahoe  |  800.745.7041 
The Inn at Truckee  |  www.innattruckee.com  |  11506 Deerfield Dr., Truckee 
 888.773.6888
Lake Village Resort  |  http://www.lakevillageresort.com/dog.html  |  Stateline  
 775.589.6065
Percy’s Place  |  www.percysplace.com   |  3606 Lynwood Dr., Tahoe City  
 email only  |  percy@percysplace.com
Spruce Grove Cabins  |  www.sprucegrovetahoe.com  |  South Lake Tahoe
 800.777. 0914
Tahoe Moon Properties  |  www.tahoemoonproperties.com  |  866.581.2771

SHOPPING
2 Dogs and a Cat  |  www.2dogsandacat.com  |  4000 Lake Tahoe Blvd., 
 Ste. 7, South Lake Tahoe  |  530.541.2322
Mickey’s Pet Stop and Launder Mutt  |  11429 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee 
 530.587.1675
Scraps Dog Bakery (Kings Beach)  |  8675 N Lake Blvd., Kings Beach  
 530.546.2725. 
Scraps Dog Bakery (Truckee)  |  10250 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee  
 530.582.5044
Tails By the Lake  | www.tailsbythelake.com | The New Village at Squaw  
 877.464.3364, 
The Village at Squaw  |  www.thevillageatsquaw.com

DINING
Chris Café  |  3140 Hwy 50. Downtown Meyers  |  530.577.5132
Colombo’s Burgers A-Go-Go  |  841 Emerald Bay Rd. South Lake Tahoe  
 530.541.4646
Crosby’s Grill - Pub - Casino  |  www.crosbyspub.com  |  Christmas Tree 
 Village, 868 Tahoe Blvd., Incline Village  |  775.833.1030 
Meyers Downtown Café  |  3150 Hwy. 50, South Lake Tahoe  |  530.573.0228
Whiskey Dick’s  |  2660 Lake Tahoe Blvd., South Lake Tahoe  |  530.544.3425
Wild Cherries  |  11429 Donner Pass Rd., Truckee  |  530.582.5602
  
SITTING & BOARDING
Doggie Love Daycare  |  www.doggielovedaycare.com  |  530.525.6189
High Sierra Professional Pet Sitting  |  530.583.8999
North Lake Dog Camp  |  530.320.5662
Pampered Paws Pet Care  |  www.pamperedpawsonline.com  |  775.746.9888
Pampered Pet Care  |  530.587.2701
Truckee Tails  |  www.truckeetails.com  |  530.582.6964

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Humane Society of Truckee-Tahoe  |  www.hstt.org  |  P.O. Box 9041, Truckee 
 530.587.5948
The Pet Network  |  www.petnetwork.org  |  401 Village Blvd., Incline Village The Pet Network  |  www.petnetwork.org  |  401 Village Blvd., Incline Village The Pet Network
 775.832.4404 


